
What on earth are we doing?  
The compelling call to make disciples 

Teaching notes 
BHAC Sunday 25 February 2018 

Recap 
• A significant series 
• What does it mean for our church to see its chief responsibility, 

under God, to be making and growing disciple making disciples of 
Jesus. 

• Series structure: 
1. Why make disciples?  

Because God’s goal for the whole world and the whole of human history is to 
glorify his beloved Son, in the midst of the people he has rescued and 
transformed. 

2. What is a disciple? 
A disciple is a forgiven sinner who is learning Christ in repentance and faith 

3. How are disciples made? 
The People of God, prayerfully depending on the Spirit of God, proclaiming (or speak) the 
Word of God, persevering step by step. 

4. Who makes disciples?  

5. Where to make disciples 
  

As the Spirit filled Word of God is read and taught,

God’s people are equipped, to proclaim His word to others,


 to persevere, in prayerful dependence on him. 

Rescued and transformed



WHO MAKES DISCIPLES?  

1. What the bible teaches us about all Christians 
speaking the word? 

• God’s people were designed for loving relationships and the 
gift of speech is God’s glue for loving relationships. 

• Sin ruined and frustrated our speech. (cf Genesis 3; 11:1-9) 

• Glimpses of restored speech in the Old Testament through 
the Spirit inspired prophets of God, and their written word 
and songs preserved for God’s people. (cf Jeramiah 1:4-9; 
Isaiah 6:1-10) 

• In The New Testament, God’s Spirit poured out on all people. 
Acts 2:17-21 (cf Joel 2:28-29) 

• Examples of ordinary Christians ‘being prophets of God’ 
• Acts 6:5, Acts 8:1-4, (8:5 the example of Philip) 

• Other examples 
• Ephesians 4 (teachers are given to equip God’s people to  build the 

church by speaking the truth in love) 
• 1 Corinthians 12-14 (Ch 12: gifts are given to build the church up, not 

the individual up. Ch 13: ‘love’ for God’s people is the criteria by whether a gift is 
used. Ch 14: the way to ‘love’ God’s people is to enable the regular speaking 
and sharing of God’s word (prophecy), intelligibly and in an ordered way) 

• Where everything is heading 
• Revelation 7:9-10 

• When we read the New Testament, we see that through the 
gift of God’s Holy Spirit, all Christians have the privilege, 
responsibility and opportunity to speak, proclaim, sing and 
shout God’s word to those around them. And not just for the 
present time but for eternity. 



2. What does this look like in practice? 

• What it doesn’t look like? (cd Titus 1:10-11;3:9-11) 

• We all have different contexts and ways of speaking with 
others 

3.  Why do we often struggle to share God’s word 
with others? 

• A lack of motivation & confidence? 
• Who we are and who are called to be: 1 Peter 2:9-10 

An short exercise for the spiritually dry 

Four simple steps 
1. Pray 
2. Read (try 1 Peter) 
3. Pause and reflect 
4. Pray 

So who makes disciples?  

Every disciple of Jesus 
As they learn Christ 
By the power of God’s Holy  Spirit 
Is equipped to share the word of Christ with others 
In whatever context God puts them in 



QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION  
AND GROWTH GROUPS. 

1. Hypothetically, if you were able to tally up every piece of 
communication that happens by BHAC members to other 
BHAC members, to members of their household, to members 
of their local community  

• How much of this would actually involve speaking the word 
of God (ie the promises of God, in Christ Jesus, found in the 
pages of the bible)?  

• Why do you think this is the case?  
• What are the reasons and occasions when we might speak 

the word of God to others?  
• What are the main reasons why people in churches are not 

engaged in speaking the word to others in the church, home 
or community?  

2. Look at a selection of the following texts 

• 1 Thess 5:11-14 
• Heb 13:7-15 
• 1 Peter 2:9-12 
• 1 Peter 4:7-11 
• Titus 1:7-9, 2:1-10 
• Ephesians 4:11-29 
• Colossians 3:12-17 

a. What do you learn in each one about the nature of 
speaking the word, and the different form it takes? 

b. What various reasons or motivations are given for all 
learners of Christ to be speaking the word to others?


