
What on earth are we doing?  
The compelling call to make disciples 

Teaching notes 
BHAC Sunday 4 March 2018 

Recap 
• A significant series 
• What does it mean for our church to see its chief responsibility, 

under God, to be making and growing disciple making disciples of 
Jesus. 

• Series structure: 
1. Why make disciples?  

Because God’s goal for the whole world and the whole of human 
history is to glorify his beloved Son, in the midst of the people he has 
rescued and transformed. 

2. What is a disciple? 
A disciple is a forgiven sinner who is learning Christ in repentance 
and faith 

3. How are disciples made? 
The People of God, prayerfully depending on the Spirit of God, 
proclaiming (or speak) the Word of God, persevering step by step. 

4. Who makes disciples?  
Every Christian, who is learning Christ, by the power of God’s Spirit, is 
equipped to share the word of Christ with others 

5. Where to make disciples? 
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As the Spirit filled Word of God is read and taught,

God’s people are equipped, to proclaim His word to others,


 to persevere, in prayerful dependence on him. 

Rescued and transformed

Engage > Evangelise > Establish > Equip



WHERE TO MAKE DISCIPLES?  

Let’s start with 

Two common views:  

1. Disciples are made in the context of a personal, mentoring, one-
to-one relationship 

2. Disciples are made by Christian missionaries who travel over-
seas to reach the unreached.  

Yet if:  
A) A disciple is simply a ‘Christ learner’ (see talk 2 in this series) and 
B) A disciple is ‘made’ through the proclamation (speaking/

sharing) of God’s Word, by the people of God, in perseverance 
and prayerful dependance on God’s Holy Spirit (see talk 3 and 4) 

Then: 
Disciples are made anywhere where: 

A) There are disciples of Jesus 
B) God’s Word is shared, in prayerful dependence on the Holy 

Spirit, by the people of God 

If this true then disciples can be made: 

• By ourselves as we read the bible in prayerful dependence on 
God.  

• At TNPS hall at church on Sundays 
• In the home with our husband, wife, children, grand-parents, 

grand-children 
• In the workplace over lunch 
• In the coffee shop  
• In the small group 
• On the train 
• At the school gate 
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• In the mother’s group 
• On the side-lines at sport 
• Chatting to neighbours over the fence 
• In Minyerri 
• In East Asia 
• In North Turramurra 
• …. you get the idea. 

Disciples can be made anywhere 

THREE BROAD SPHERES 

1. The ‘learning’ church: 

The question: how does what we do as a gathered 
church, here on Sundays and in groups during the week, 
make disciples?  

A disciple-making church is a church always on L plates 
(a learning church)  

A learning church is an ‘expository’ church. 
(expository means presenting and explaining what 
is already there) 

So an ‘expository’ church is committed first and 
foremost, to seeking to listening to God, as God 
has already revealed himself, in His Word, through 
the pages of the bible. 

We prioritise hearing from God’s Word and sharing it 
with others 
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We prioritise prayerfully depending on God to work in us 
and change us through the week, to live in line with his 
word.  

  

2. The learning household 

Disciple-making at the heart of a Christian household 
cf: Colossians 3:18-4:1; Ephesians 5:22-6:9; Titus 2:1-10; 
2 Peter:13-3:7 

Some questions for reflection:  

What ambitions for our children are sometimes at odds 
with the goal of discipleship?  

What would our homes look like if they are 
‘transformative learning communities’ around the 
gospel? 

3. The nations dwelling in darkness: 
“We are called out, in order to speak out” 

1Pet. 2:9     
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light.  

Reaching the sub-cultures: 

Even the Apostles found moving out of their own sub-
cultures to reach others, very difficult.  

The example of Peter 
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• Acts 10 (with Cornelius) 

 v27   Talking with him, Peter went inside and found a 
large gathering of people.  28 He said to them: “You are 
well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate 
with a Gentile or visit him. 
v34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it 
is that God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts men 
from every nation who fear him and do what is right.  

• Galatians 2:11-21 (with Paul’s rebuke) 

Gal. 2:11     When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him 
to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong.  12 
Before certain men came from James, he used to eat 
with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to 
draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles 
because he was afraid of those who belonged to the 
circumcision group.  13 The other Jews joined him in his 
hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was 
led astray. 14 When I saw that they were not acting in line 
with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of 
them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and 
not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to 
follow Jewish customs?  
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Some questions for reflection: 

What are the sub-cultures around us, that we are not 
reaching?  

What would it look like to connect with them?  

 
So where are disciples made?  

It happens in every facet and activity of the transformative 
learning community, called churches, and through our churches, 
it also happens in every corner of this present darkness. 

Some implications for BHAC: 

What could it look for us to be a church where disciple-making is at 
the centre of who we are and what we are on about? Here is one 
breakdown, of what we would all be involved in more and more (four 
E’s!). 

We would be a people who: 

1. Engage with those who do not know Jesus in a meaningful 
relationship 
2. Evangelise those who do not know Jesus (ie clearly share the 
good news of Jesus with someone with the invitation to 
respond in repentance and faith) 
3. Establish new disciples, by teaching, showing and modelling  
what it means to know, love, learn and trust Jesus as our Lord 
and Saviour. 
4. Equipping growing disciples to feel confident, convicted and 
competent to start to intentionally and increasingly involved 
more in 1,2 & 3.  
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A question for reflection:  

If you were to break down everything we do as a church, which of 
these four E’s do you think we would be doing the most of, which do 
you think we would be doing the least of. What things do we do, that 
don’t seem to do any of these four E’s?  

Some next steps for us as a church: 

1. Regular prayer 

A prayer for our church 

Father God,  
Thank-you for the people of your church here at BHAC.  
Thank-you that you have called us to trust your Son for our 
salvation and for eternal life. Thank-you for the great 
commission that has been passed on to us, to be making more 
and more disciples of Jesus, both to the ends of the world and 
to the end of the age.  We pray that, by the power of your Holy 
Spirit, you will grow our church this year. Both in numbers and 
also in maturity and deep conviction in our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.  
Use each of us for your purpose to make more disciples of Him. 
Give us radical flexibility, for the sake of seeing more people 
growing to know, love and serve Jesus. Give us increasing 
opportunities and confidence to the share good news with 
others. Grow our church culture to be more and more a 
growing church, seeking to learn and follow Jesus, and wanting 
others to do the same. We ask this in the name of your Son, who 
calls us to share in this, His work.  
Amen 
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2. Regular conversations,  listening and sharing 

Keep talking with your growth group and with others 

Keep accountable with one or two people 

My priorities for the year:  

Catch-up with everyone this year.  (Sign-up forms next 
week) 
Visit growth groups every term. 
Please keep asking questions. 

3. Regular feeding on God’s Word 

Sundays at BHAC in 2018 

Term 2:  
The book of Exodus (in full!) 

Term 3:  
9 marks of a disciple of Jesus 

Term 4:  
The book of Revelation (in full!) 

November:  Our convictions and BHAC’s future
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