
What on earth are we doing?  
The compelling call to make disciples 

Teaching notes 
BHAC Sunday 18 February 2018 

Recap 
• A significant series 
• What does it mean for our church to see its chief responsibility, 

under God, to be making and growing disciple making disciples of 
Jesus. 

• Three requests to make the most out of this: 
• Try your very best to be here every week 
• Seek to do the questions during the week (personally or in 

a group) 
• Talk with others about what you are learning and ask 

questions.  
• Series structure: 

1. Why make disciples?  
Because God’s goal for the whole world and the whole of human history is to 
glorify his beloved Son, in the midst of the people he has rescued and 
transformed. 

2. What is a disciple? 
A disciple is a forgiven sinner who is learning Christ in repentance and faith 

3. How are disciples made? 
4. Who makes disciples?  
5. Where to make disciples 

 

Through the four Ps  
(see below)



How are disciples made? 

Why are we here? 

God’s work through his people…. 

The example of a disciple making church in Thessolonica 

1Th. 1:1    Paul, Silas and Timothy,    To the church of the 
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:    Grace 
and peace to you.  

1Th. 1:2     We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in 
our prayers.  3 We continually remember before our God and 
Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, 
and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  

1Th. 1:4     For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen 
you,  5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words, 
but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep 
conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake.  6 
You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe 
suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the 
Holy Spirit.  7 And so you became a model to all the believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia.  8 The Lord’s message rang out from you 
not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become 
known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything 
about it,  9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you 
gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God,  10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the 
coming wrath.  



1. Proclamation of the Word of God 

2. in Prayerful dependence on the Holy Spirit 

3. People are God’s fellow workers 

4. Persevering step by step  

How are disciples made? 

The persevering proclamation of the word of God by the people of 
God in prayerful dependence on the Spirit of God. 

Simply seeking to move people ‘one step to the right’  



QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION AND GROWTH GROUPS. 

1. Read the whole of 1 Thessalonians 
1. Write down every thing that mentions how people become 

Christians and how people mature as Christians.  
2. Summarise by what means and in what manner does this 

letter say that people become Christians and mature as 
Christians.  

3. Is this what we believe? Is this what we practice? Why? Why 
not?  

2. Think of someone you know who is finding life hard in this 
fallen world. 

1. Pray about a way God could use you to help this person 

‘take a step to the right’ towards Christ and maturity in Him.  

2. How could you demonstrate your love for them? 

3. What truth about Christ could you share with them? 

4. What scripture would help them know Christ and mature in 

Him? 

5. What might stop you from taking any action?


